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THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT
Michael Wyatt

INTRODUCTION1

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye
are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all (Eph. 4:1-6).

THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT
Denominational Unity

For a number of years there has been an upsurge of interest in the
subject, “The Unity of the Spirit.” Virtually all of the denominational
groups which profess to be “Christian” have expressed concern over the
division that exists in so-called “Christendom.” They have held inter-
denominational conferences, bringing in their representatives to explore
the possibility of some kind of unity among them. Many of these
conferences are a part of what is being called the “Ecumenical Move-
ment.” The principle idea of this movement is to devise and adopt a
plan whereby all the churches in the denominational world can merge
together, resulting in a single, super-church organization. In order to
accomplish this, there will have to be a very broad creedal statement
drafted which is acceptable to all those signing on to it.

I, for one, do not believe that a statement can ever be crafted that
will unite the denominational organizations. For a time those taking
part in the “Ecumenical Movement” used the slogan, “Let’s just agree
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to disagree.” However, even with that philosophy and emphasis,
division still exists among the denominational churches. Slogans and
creedal statements invented by men will never lead to the unity God
requires of those who are His. The “unity of the Spirit” will never be
achieved “agreeing to disagree.”  The Spirit inspired Word never gives
that command, advice or counsel.
Unity In The Body Of Christ

For the past several years many brethren have shown considerable
interest in the subject of “The Unity of the Spirit.” This is so because
many in the body of Christ have not been content with a “thus saith the
Lord,” and have endeavored to elasticize the perimeters of what it
means to have God’s Word as our authority. Not just a few have set out
to test the limits of truth by sowing the tares of denominational
doctrines and practices among those in the body of Christ. Tragically,
too many brethren are far more intrigued with the Ecumenical Move-
ment’s “spirit of unity” than they are with the “unity of the Spirit.”

Several years ago I attended a preacher’s meeting in East Texas. At
this gathering there was a roundtable discussion. Everyone had the
opportunity to speak on whatever subject he desired. One of the men
took up the subject of unity, lamenting the fact that there is so much
division within the body of Christ today. (Of course, we all lamented
this.) Carrying the topic further than some of us were willing to go, the
man said something like: “Brethren, I am so upset over the division in
the body of Christ, with people wanting to split over anything and
everything. We just need to put aside all our petty differences and
concentrate on being united. Unity is the most important thing in the
body of Christ.” That, along with a few other things he said, made it
quite clear that his emphasis was on everyone just being loving and
letting go of their petty doctrines for the sake of unity. A couple of us
immediately looked at each other with quizzical looks on our faces, as
if to say: “Did he just say what I thought he said?” Two of us pointed
out that it is not “petty doctrines” that divide us, but that division has
come because some no longer follow the doctrine of Christ. Regarding
unity in the church, we stressed that Truth is paramount. Unity is a
blessing of Truth. If we are united in God’s Word, i.e., the doctrine of
Christ, we not only can be, we will be united with God and with all of
His faithful children. Division will continue as long as people merely
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have the “spirit of unity,” but have little or no interest in the “unity of
the Spirit.”

UNITY DEFINED
“Unity” is defined as “a state of being one, absence of diversity,

concord, harmony, accord, uniformity, as a unity of sentiment.”
Various synonyms of the word are “solidarity,” “integrity,” and
“union,” all of which mean the property of a thing that is a whole
composed of many elements or parts. These synonyms imply oneness.
Thus, out of their varied and diverse backgrounds, interests, and
abilities, people are brought to a oneness in Christ which is to be most
precious to all concerned.
Unity In Psalm 133:1

David said: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity!” (Ps. 133:1). The word “good” is from a
Hebrew word that is so translated 365 times in the King James Version.
What “good” means, as used in Scripture, is easily seen by noticing that
which is designated good in a few example passages.

“God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart” (Ps.
73:1).
“But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust
in the Lord God” (Ps. 73:28).

The mercy of the Lord is good (Ps. 109:21). The Lord is good and does
good (Ps. 119:68). It is good that one is afflicted if he learns the statutes
of the Lord (Ps. 119:71). Accordingly, the goodness of brethren
dwelling together in unity is apparent.

“Pleasant” is translated from a Hebrew word so used nine times in
the Old Testament. It is pleasant to stand in the house of the Lord, and
to praise Him, to sing praises to His name (Ps. 135:2-3). It is good to
sing praises unto God and it is pleasant to do the same (Ps. 147:1). The
words of a pure minded person are pleasant (Pro. 15:26). The words of
the wise and the application of the heart to proper knowledge are
pleasant to be kept in one’s heart (Pro. 22:17-18). Thus, from these
Scriptural examples, we can picture what is meant by the word
“pleasant” as it relates to brethren dwelling together in unity.

The term “unity” is of major significance. And, it is interesting how
it is handled in Old Testament translation. The Hebrew word, yachad,
is translated “unity” only once. It is translated “together” 120 times.
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During his flight from Saul, David told the men of Judah and Benjamin
that if they came to him in peace to help, then his heart would be “knit”
(yachad) unto them (1 Chr. 12:17). In Genesis 13:6, the herdsman of
Lot and Abram could not dwell “together” (yachad) because of the lack
of adequate grazing land; consequently, there was strife. In Genesis
22:6-8 Abraham and Isaac went “together” (yachad) when the offering
of Isaac was to be made. To the adversaries of the Jews, Zerubbabel
and Jeshua stated: “Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house
unto our God; but we ourselves together [yachad] will build unto the
Lord” (Ezra 4:3). In His controversy with Israel, God asked: “Can two
walk together [yachad], except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3).

In all the above verses it is clear that it is “good” and “pleasant” for
brethren to dwell together in “unity.” In order for there to be “unity,”
brethren must have their hearts knit together, they must be able to sing
together because they see eye-to-eye on matters of faith, and be able to
walk together because they are agreed.

It follows then that since unity produces that which is good and
pleasant, the violation of unity by dissension and/or division produces
that which is bad and unpleasant. The application should be clear. A
faithful Christian, in his heart and in his life, will strive to preserve the
goodness and pleasantness of “the unity of the Spirit.” In keeping with
that, except to preserve “the unity of the Spirit” (cf. 1 Cor. 11:18-19),
the faithful Christian will have no part in any dissension and strife
which disrupts unity.

IS GOD PLEASED WITH UNITY?
Most believe that God is pleased with unity. The Scriptures teach

against division and commend “the unity of the Spirit.” Here are some
of the many passages that encourage and commend unity.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity (Ps. 133:1).
And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of
one soul (Acts 4:32).
Be of the same mind one toward another (Rom. 12:16).
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgment (1 Cor. 1:10).
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Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of
one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be
with you (2 Cor. 13:11).
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace
(Eph. 4:3).
Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of
Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may
hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel (Phil. 1:27).
Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind (Phil. 2:2).
Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by
the same rule, let us mind the same thing (Phil. 3:16).
Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of
another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous (1 Pet. 3:8).

All of these passages teach us to be united, like-minded and of one
heart, one mind and one soul. Could God be pleased with a people
divided against His Word and one another? Certainly not! Seeing the
thrust of the passages noted above, one should have no difficulty
understanding that God is not pleased when division occurs.

DIVISION
What Causes Division?

It would seem that in a majority of the cases, division is caused by
either “going beyond” what God’s Word says or “falling short” of what
God’s Word says! On this point, the Bible emphatically declares:

Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither
shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the command-
ments of the Lord your God which I command you (Deut. 4:2).
What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt
not add thereto, nor diminish from it (Deut. 12:32).
Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be
found a liar (Pro. 30:6).
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let
him be accursed (Gal. 1:8-9).
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For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:
And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are
written in this book (Rev. 22:18-19).

As can be seen from those passages, “the unity of the Spirit” results
when brethren adhere in belief, doctrine, and practice to the Spirit-
inspired Scriptures; however, divisions occur when men “fall short” of,
or “go beyond” what God teaches through His Word.

WHAT JESUS SAID
CONCERNING THE UNITY OF HIS FOLLOWERS

The words of Jesus on any subject are always worthy of prayerful
attention by all men. The topic of unity was discussed by the Master on
more than one occasion.
Matthew 12:25

At least once, when Jesus was teaching and healing, He was
charged with casting out demons by the power of Beelzebub, the prince
of devils (demons). Jesus, aware of accusers’ thoughts, replied: “Every
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city
or house divided against itself shall not stand” (Mt. 12:25). Jesus gave
a great principle, the truth of which is obvious—division within a
kingdom, a city, or a house will ultimately bring about its ruin.
John 10:16

Discussing the fact that He is the Good Shepherd, Jesus said: “I lay
down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of
this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd” (Jn. 10:15-16). The reference
is obviously to the Gentiles, who, along with the Jews, would be
blessed by the death of Christ. Alluding to Christ uniting the Jews and
Gentiles in one fold, Paul wrote:

For he [Christ] is our peace, who hath made both [Jew and
Gentile] one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the
law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain [Jew and Gentile] one new man [a Christian],
so making peace; And that he might reconcile both [Jew and
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Gentile] unto God in one body [the church] by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you
which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through him
we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father (Eph. 2:14-
18).

The Lord indicated that His sheep would hear His voice and be one
flock with one shepherd. In order to make this possible, Jesus was
willing to die (Jn. 10:17-18). Thus dying, Jesus united His people in
one flock, Himself being the One Chief and Good Shepherd (cf. 1 Pet.
5:4 and Jn. 10:11).

The tenth and eleventh chapters of Acts show how Jesus’ prophetic
saying in John 10 became a reality. In view of the centuries old
antagonism between the Jews and Gentiles, this achievement of unity,
according to the purpose of God, is well described as making known
the manifold wisdom of God. (Eph. 3:8-12).
John 17:20-21

In His prayer just before His betrayal and arrest, Jesus laid His
heart bare before God. He had glorified God on the earth. He had
finished the work the Father had assigned for Him to do. Now, as He
prays, Jesus desires to return and be with God. (Jn. 17:3-5). As stress-
filled as He was at this most critical time, Jesus not only remembered
to pray for His apostles—men He knew He was leaving behind who
would die martyrs’ deaths (except for John) for His Cause—He
remembered to pray for those who would believe on Him through the
apostles’ proclamation of His Word. Praying for the unity of all
disciples, Jesus said:

Neither pray I for these [apostles] alone, but for them also which
shall believe on me through their word; That they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved
me. Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be
with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou
hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the
world (Jn. 17:20-24).
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Christ’s words give great insight into the principles regarding the
unity for which His followers are to strive. First, it must be emphasized
again, the unity Jesus is praying for here can be achieved only through
a compliance with the word of His apostles (v. 20). Jesus’ prayer here
contemplates and is in full agreement with His “Great Commission,”
which, by implication, means that this portion of His prayer is
applicable until the end of time.

Second, the unity of the believers is to be as the unity of the Father
and the Son (v. 21). The word “one,” as it is used here, is explained by
Thayer to mean: “to be united most closely (in will, spirit) John 10:30,
17:11, 21-23.”2

Third, the unity of believers stands as a testimony to the world that
Jesus was sent from God. In a very real sense, the point was made: If
Jesus was sent from God, then His followers should be one. Jesus was
in fact sent from God; therefore His followers should be one. Because
of this allegiance to Christ, as demonstrated in their unity, believers
would be better able to preach the Word that others might believe.

Fourth, Jesus prayed that His disciples “may be made perfected into
one” (v. 23, ASV). This statement’s meaning is most beautiful. Jesus
based it upon the clause: “I in them, and thou in me” (v. 23). Jesus
enjoyed a right relationship with God. Christ’s disciples were to enjoy
a right relationship with Him, with God the Father, and with each other.
Understandably, this right relationship contributes to the disciples being
perfected into one. Jesus had completed, brought to perfection, the
Word God had given Him (Jn. 17:4). The disciples are also to bring
their work to completeness. The Greek terms may be paraphrased, “that
ye may be, having come to be and remaining complete.” The Greek
word translated “perfect” means to “add what is wanting in order to
render a thing full.” Of this the Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament states:

All previous distinctions between men and nations are erased
and a new grouping arises with acceptance or rejection of Christ.
On the one side are the children of perdition who must perish in
hatred and unbelief. On the other side we have the one flock
gathered around the one Shepherd. Christ Himself stands in
unity with the Father and draws His own into the New fellow-
ship.3

Fifth, Jesus wished that His disciples, i.e., the apostles and those
led to faith by their words, might be with Him and behold His glory (v.
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24). This glory was to be Christ’s upon His return to the Father (Jn.
17:5; Lk. 24:26; 1 Tim. 3:16; 1 Pet. 1:21), and it would ultimately be
known by His disciples. Think of it! We are to behold the glory of
Christ our Lord! In view of this marvelous hope, we cannot allow petty
quarrels to hinder and/or disrupt the unity for which Christ
prayed—and in which our own works are to be brought to complete-
ness.

Jesus taught much concerning unity. He saw the destructiveness of
division, pleaded for the unity of His followers that they might
complete their work, prophesied and brought to pass the unity of His
people from among the Jews and Gentiles. In view of this, as His
followers today, we must keep “the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace” (Eph. 4:3).

In his teaching concerning unity, brother Wendell Winkler says
Jesus:

PRAYED for unity, or oneness (Jn. 17:20-21)
PLEADED for unity (1 Cor. 1:10-13)
PAID for unity (Eph. 2:16)
PLANNED for unity (Eph. 4:4-6).4

Our Lord was concerned with unity—the opposite of division,
sectarianism, strife and denominationalism.

WHAT THE NEW TESTAMENT
EPISTLES SAY ABOUT UNITY

1 Corinthians 1:10-13
The church at Corinth was divided into factions and parties.

Members of those divisions were calling themselves after the names of
various preachers (one group even called itself after Paul). Rebuking
them sharply, Paul reminded them that it was Christ Who died for
them, and it was into Christ that they had been baptized. Dividing
themselves, following after men was wrong and sinful. His rebuke
continues in 1 Corinthians 3:1-7, where, among other things, he
indicted them for being “carnal minded.” Proclaiming the one true
foundation for the church and his part in efforts in its establishment,
Paul declared:

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth
thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
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For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-11).

Paul gives three appeals to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 1:10.
His first appeal is that they all “speak the same thing.” There is to be a
unity in doctrine. This is a continual, ongoing matter which is to be
respected by all members of the church.

Paul’s second appeal is a negative one. When he instructed, “that
there be no divisions among you,” he was letting the Corinthians know
that splintering, schisms, divisions, splits, etc., are not acceptable in the
Lord’s church. Interestingly, the Greek word translated “be” is present
tense and carries with it the idea that there is to continue to be no
division among the brethren.

Paul’s third appeal is that the brethren are to be “perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” The sentence
construction points to the idea that they were brought to be, and must
remain, in the state of being perfected together. The words “mind” and
“judgment” may be expressive of very similar ideas; however, there are
distinctions which must be made. The word “mind” can be understood
as the way of thinking with which one engages in mental activity;
whereas, “judgment” has more to do with the results achieved by the
activity of thinking. According to Paul’s inspired directive, brethren are
to be united in their way of thinking, united in the decisions they make,
and united in carrying out their decisions.

Paul’s three appeals make us aware that many problems in the
church could be avoided if brethren would think alike, speak alike, and
make judgments alike. Brethren, Paul has presented the three “keys” to
having unity in 1 Corinthians 1:10.
Ephesians 4:1-6

Exhorting Christians regarding their unity in Christ in a very clear
and positive way, Paul penned:

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye
are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all (Eph. 4:1-6, emphasis added).
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Here is the Spirit’s plan for unity. Paul presents the seven pillars of
unity which undergird the superstructure of the “oneness” of Christian-
ity. This is not to say that unity is based only on these items listed in
this text (cf. 1 Cor. 1:10). If this plan were accepted and followed by all
professing believers today, it is my conviction that there would be no
division in the Lord’s church.

Note what Ephesians 4:1-6 sets forth: 1) “One body,” not many
bodies, 2) “One Spirit,” not contradictory and conflicting spirits, 3)
“One hope,” not a diversity of hopes, 4) “One Lord,” and we also find
that He is the One Head over the body (Eph. 1:22-23), 5) “One faith,”
not a multiplicity of faiths, nor “the faith of your choice,” 6) “One
baptism,” not several different baptisms, and 7) “One God and Father
of all,” who is Sovereign over all. Explaining “Seven Ones” of this
passage, Winkler breaks them down as follows:

ONE BODY — Unity of organization
ONE SPIRIT — Unity of guidance
ONE HOPE — Unity of aspiration
ONE LORD — Unity of authority
ONE FAITH — Unity of message
ONE BAPTISM — Unity of practice
ONE GOD — Unity of worship.5

Indeed, our Lord gave a plan for unity. “Endeavouring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace” is the admonition Paul gives to
Christians. Actually, the Holy Spirit guided Paul to write it. Thus, it is
the Spirit’s plan for unity. Paul was merely the Spirit-inspired penman
or writer. And, it needs to be clearly understood that there is a differ-
ence between “the unity of the Spirit,” and the “spirit of unity.”

THE STANDARD
What Is A Standard?

A standard is that which is set up and established by authority as
the criterion, and is the means by which authoritative testing or judging
may be accomplished. Pertaining to the soul, the standard is the source
of right answers to spiritual questions.
The Importance Of A Standard

We understand the importance of having standards in all areas of
life. Chaos would reign supreme if there were no standards to follow.
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In social and physical realms everyone realizes the need for standards.
Likewise, in the spiritual realm an objective standard is absolutely
crucial to properly answer questions which pertain to man’s salvation
from sin. It is not enough just to have answers to spiritual questions; we
must have the right  answers! Being right in spiritual matters involves
a recognition that one must be in submission to the proper standard,
that is, the will of God.
False Standards

Some things are viewed as true standards which are not true at all.
People may use their feelings as a standard, but Jesus taught that even
though one feels satisfied with his spiritual condition, feeling he is
saved, he can still be lost (Mt. 7:21-23). Others believe dreams and
visions are true standards. But one cannot depend on dreams, visions,
or “still small voices” as true standards or the avenues by which God
provides answers to spiritual questions. Paul warned:

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).

Many make their own conscience their standard for determining right
or wrong in spiritual matters. Yet, the Bible shows that one can live “in
all good conscience” (Acts 23:1), and be the “chief” of sinners (cf.
1 Tim. 1:15). Conscience does not tell us what the truth is. Truth is
learned from God’s Word. Some think good old common sense is the
standard as to how right and wrong, truth and error are to be differenti-
ated. Folks of this persuasion need to heed Jeremiah’s warning: “[T]he
way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his
steps” (Jer. 10:23). Man cannot lean on his own understanding, but
must trust in the Lord with all his heart (cf. Pro. 3:5-6).
The Bible Is The Only Standard

If we want to be religiously right in spiritual matters, the Bible is
the standard—the only standard. Being right in religion draws people
into the unity for which Jesus prayed (Jn. 17:20-23). Concerning this
standard, Jesus said:
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Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away (Mt. 24:35).
If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free (Jn.
8:31-32).
Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto
you (Jn. 15:3).
It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (Mt. 4:4).
The seed is the word of God (Lk. 8:11).

Christ knew the importance of the one divine standard—God’s Word!
About the standard of divine truth, other inspired men have said:

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against
thee ... The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth under-
standing unto the simple ... Thy word is true from the beginning
... my heart standeth in awe of thy word (Ps. 119:11, 130, 160-
161).
O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord (Jer. 22:29).
Is not my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and like a hammer
that breaketh the rock in pieces? (Jer. 23:29).
But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word
which by the gospel is preached unto you (1 Pet. 1:25).
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb. 4:12).
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God (Eph. 6:17).

Only God’s standard brings eternal life (Jn. 6:68); freedom (Jn.
8:32); and a knowledge of true salvation (Heb. 2:1-3). The wise man
encouraged: “Buy the truth, and sell it not” (Pro. 23:23). And, to those
who ask, “What is truth?” Jesus answers, “Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth” (Jn. 17:17).

CHRIST CONDEMNS DIVISION
Unity And The Sin Of Religions Division

One of the matters of great importance in the doctrine of Christ
concerns unity and the sin of religious division. The Bible says that
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unity is good (Ps. 133:1), but in so saying, it is not speaking of unity
based on compromise or the doctrines and commandments of men.
Christ never endorsed the popular “unity at any price” philosophy, and
neither does Scripture. Not only does Christ condemn religious
division, He equally condemns a false or compromising unity. The only
case when Scripture authorizes division in the church is when it is
necessary to save the church from those who trouble it with perverted
doctrines (Gal. 1:6-9; 1 Cor. 11:18-19).

Division in the church over anything other than false doctrine and
that which causes sin is not approved by our Lord. Our attitude toward
sin and false doctrine must be the same as that of the Lord Himself.
Compromising brethren who tolerate every false doctrine and evil
know nothing of the true spirit of Christ and they care not for “the unity
of the Spirit.” People need to realize that Jesus hates and condemns
division in the church for which He shed his precious blood.
Things That Cause Division In The Body Of Christ Are Condemned

Christ condemned the things that caused division, e.g. false
doctrine, ignorance, love of men, et cetera. Christians today must be
aware of those things which cause division among God’s people. One
of the first things Christ taught His disciples was that they must beware
of false teachers and their false doctrines (cf. Mt. 7:15; Lk. 12:1).

The Shepherd and Bishop (1 Pet. 2:25) of the souls of His saints,
condemns division in His flock. A good shepherd will not allow the
sheep under his care to become divided and scattered. To do so would
obviously leave them vulnerable to wild beasts and every kind of
danger. They must be one flock with no schism to be safe. So it is with
the Lord’s spiritual flock, His church.

The apostle of Christ who wrote: “Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5), and “... we have the mind of
Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16), also said: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).
The statement, “by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” means by His
authority, and since Paul’s demand is given by the Lord’s authority, it
reflects His mind. It will also reflect our mind as we are “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” Christ
condemns the evil of division in His church.
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IS CHRISTIAN UNITY POSSIBLE?
It is asked: “Do you really think religious unity is possible?” That

question is somewhat like the question: “Does God desire that all men
be saved?” The Bible answers that question in the affirmative. Paul said
God “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge
of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). Agreeing, Peter confirmed: “The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). Even so, because we believe
the Bible, we know that not all men will be saved. This is the only
conclusion that can be reached from Jesus’ words—“Enter ye in at the
strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it” (Mt. 7:13-14).

It is God’s will that all be saved, but a majority of the people are
not going to heed His call. Knowing this, shall we stop seeking to lead
men to a saving knowledge of the Truth? Certainly not! And, just as we
can never cease in our efforts to reach the lost with the Gospel of
Christ, we must continue to labor fervently, patiently, and prayerfully
for the fulfillment of Christ’s prayer that “all may be one” (Jn. 17:21).

Unity of the Spirit comes when people are willing to lay aside all
humanly-erected barriers and return to the “one faith” of the New
Testament. The Word of Christ unites, while the creeds, doctrines and
traditions of men divide. The only real hope of unity, as it relates to
those “in Christ”—“Christians,” in the Bible sense of that word—is for
us to have God’s Word as our standard and from it “speak the same
thing” on matters of faith!

The early Christians, who were faithful to Christ and His Word,
were one. They heard, believed and obeyed the same Gospel. They
looked to Christ as their only Head. They put their faith in Christ and
followed His doctrine, as revealed by the Holy Spirit through the
apostles and New Testament writers. Brethren today could enjoy that
same unity today if they really wanted to—if they were willing to pay
the price and make the necessary sacrifices that the Truth demands.

SCRIPTURAL UNITY MEETINGS
With the rash of so-called “Unity Meetings” taking place today, it

would be wise for us to search the Scriptures in order to see what God
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has to say on the subject. First, we need to see some specific kinds of
unity meetings that are Scriptural.
Brother To Brother Meetings

Matthew enjoins upon members of the church a type of unity
meeting which has as its purpose to resolve problems that arise when
one brother trespasses against another (Mt. 18:15-17; 5:23-24). The
offending brother and the offended brother should meet privately and
work out their differences. The ultimate aim of both individuals in such
a meeting should always be to do what is right and be united in God’s
Word.
Church To Erring Brother Meetings

Paul instructs those who are spiritual to restore an erring Christian
who has fallen by the wayside (Gal. 6:1; 2 Thess. 3:14-15). In virtually
every case of this kind, those who are spiritual have to meet with the
erring brother or sister. In fact, more than one meeting may be
necessary before the erring one is finally restored. Every spiritual
means must be used to restore such an one to God and His people.
Meetings Concerning Matters Of Judgment

If brethren become divided over matters of judgment, understand-
ing that there is no Scriptural justification for such divisions, before
things get out of hand they need to meet together and straighten out
their problems. Romans 14 shows that brethren may have differences
which do not demand a withdrawal of fellowship—these differences
have to do with matters of judgment, not doctrinal matters. When it
comes to our differences in matters of judgment, we are to forbear one
another. Christians have been granted individual rights and privileges
in some areas. However, we are not free to exercise those rights without
a due consideration regarding the conviction of others. Love demands
that we have a genuine concern for our brethren and the welfare of the
Gospel (1 Cor. 9:12-23). It is right for brethren to come together and
discuss such matters.
Meetings Concerning Essential Matters

It is right to engage in discussions and debates in order to uphold
the doctrine of Christ and matters that are Scripturally essential to unity
in Christ. We should be willing to have our convictions examined in
light of the Bible. That does not mean trying to become united with
those who would pervert and subvert the Gospel. We must be willing
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to measure all things by the Gospel, willing to meet people with the aim
of speaking the truth in love (Eph. 4:15). And, we ourselves must be
willing to be corrected by the Word of God wherein we need correc-
tion. However, in our meetings and discussions with brethren with
whom we disagree regarding essential matters, our willingness to be
corrected should never be mistaken for a willingness to cease contend-
ing for the faith. We must always “earnestly contend for the faith”
(Ju.3).

There are Scriptural unity meetings, and there are so-called “unity
meetings” that are not Scriptural. Some are Scripturally concerned and
are genuinely endeavoring to restore “the unity of the Spirit” where
brethren are divided. Others, having only “the spirit of unity” are
willing to “agree to disagree,” which is not unity at all—at best, it is
only “union.” Those who surrender the Truth, compromise with
doctrinal error, and engage in things not authorized by Scripture will
achieve unity all right—they will be united and in fellowship with the
children of hell doing the devil’s bidding. Does that statement seem
judgmental? Well, what is the standard in such meetings? Is the
purpose of those meetings to achieve “the unity of the Spirit” by
complying with the standard of God’s Word, or are the real causes of
division ignored and/or glossed over because the real purpose of the
meeting is to make everyone feel good in a no-matter-what pseudo
unity? Brethren, that is not being judgmental, it is being truthful.

CONCLUSION
Paul demands that we give “diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit

in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3, ASV). If every elder, deacon, preacher,
teacher, and all the other members in the Lord’s church would truly
give diligence to foster and promote “the unity of the Spirit,” i.e., a
unity based upon God’s Word, what a powerful influence the church
could be in a divided world!

In our desire for unity we must keep in mind that unity is not the
supreme good to which everything else must be subordinated. God, His
truth, and love must be the supreme. Unity is not our standard! God and
His will must be the standard for all things, including unity.

Let us pray for each other, that we may walk worthy of our calling.
Let us study the Scriptures and accept them for what they are—God’s
Word. We stand little chance of leading people in the world to the
Truth if we are not sure of what it is ourselves. When we submit
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ourselves and comply with God’s standard (the Bible), only then will
it be possible for us to be united, being of the same mind, of the same
judgment, and speaking the same thing. That is what “the unity of the
Spirit” is all about.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Joseph Henry Thayer, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Grand
Rapids: MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1977), s.v. “one.”
3 Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich, eds. Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, MI: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1976), 2:440.
4 Wendell Winkler, The Church Everybody is Asking About (Tuscaloosa, AL:
Winkler Publications, Inc., 1988), 36-37.
5 Ibid., 37.
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